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Teaching Fellowship Interim Report 2012
Sarah Yeates, Kay Yeoman, Veronica Sekules, Domenic Sergi and Richard Bowater
This teaching fellowship is funding a training course that will prepare students for delivering a
workshop during an Art and Biodiversity Summer School for 8‐12 year olds that will take place in and
around the Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts (SCVA) 24 – 27 July 2012. We have contributed a
description of this partnership and the summer school for the next SCVA’s brochure.
Positions for student tutors for the Summer School have now been advertised. An email call has
been sent out to undergraduate and postgraduate science and humanities students. The
advertisement specifies that, if their application is successful, it is compulsory to attend the training
course that this teaching fellowship is funding. In the application students are requested to propose
their own ideas for activities that explore the relationship between Art and Biodiversity in a
meaningful, creative and entertaining way. We have already had a number of good quality
applicants, both undergraduate and postgraduate, from a variety of disciplines. The deadline for
applications has been set as 20 April and interviews will take place in early May. Selected candidate
will be notified by Friday 18 May.
A four day training program has been scheduled for 18 – 21 June 2012. Successful candidates will
attend this training course where they will be supported in developing their own ideas for delivery
during the summer school in July. The training course will consist of talks and workshops run by both
SCVA’s staff and School of Biological Sciences Staff. The student tutors will be introduced to various
aspects of running a workshop within the summer school including learning styles, linking art and
biodiversity, communication skills, performance and working with children. Throughout the course
students will be engaging in workshops while developing their own ideas for a session that links art
and biodiversity to run with the children during the summer school. Artists and scientists will be
working together throughout the training program to develop multidisciplinary sessions and
exchange of ideas.
Two external trainers have been booked for the course. Tim Holt Wilson specialises in
geoconservation in the East of England, environmental impact assessment, and guided walks. He will
talk to the students about local habitats and their environmental concerns and will also lead
students in an exploration of the local terrain. Ken Farquhar (Inspirational Science Theatre Company)
is a scientist and a circus performer and runs science shows for schools as well as performance
training. He will spend a day helping the students to develop their ideas into a workable session and
will train them in the performance aspect of delivering their session during the summer school.
An outline of the draft itinerary for the training course is included below:
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Day 1: Monday 18th June:
9.00 am Registration, Tea and coffee
9.30 am Introductions
10.00 am Dom: Introduce SCVA involvement; discuss what is required for the summer school
10.30 am Group discussion to start formulating ideas for running activity
11.00 am Tea/coffee break
11.15 am Sarah: Biodiversity in Norfolk and beyond.
11.45 am Activity to help develop ideas in relation to biodiversity
12.30 pm Lunch
1.30 pm Kay: Introduction to schools and curriculum, learning styles questionnaire.
Includes group discussion on how all learning styles can be incorporated into one activity
2.30 Kay: What is action learning?
Kay and Veronica: Action learning sets in tow groups
5.00pm Round table discussion to reflect on the day
5.30pm Finish
Day 2: Tuesday 19th June:
Morning: Exploring local biodiversity with Tim Holt‐Wilson
Afternoon: Workshops: Students will have an opportunity to develop their proposed activities,
working together as well as individually and with help from artists and scientists.
Day 3 Wednesday 20th June
All day: Student with work with Ken Farquhar to develop their skills in performance, communicating
science, and using the arts to present a scientific concept. They will work with Ken to develop the
presentation of their proposed activities.
Day 4 Thursday 21st June
9.00 am: Revisit action learning ‐ round table discussion
11.00am Tea/coffee break
11.15am Workshop to create a 10‐15 minute activity based on an object(s) that reflects the
biodiversity theme of their planned activity. This activity should deliver a biodiversity/scientific
concept in 10‐15 minutes in a fun way with children.
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2/3.00pm Round table discussion allowing the students to think about and summarise the message
that their workshop is getting across and how they can use artistic methods to deliver a scientific
concept.
4.00pm Practice run ‐ children arrive and attend activities prepared by the students
5.00pm Reflection
6.00pm Course conclusions
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UEA Teaching Fellowship 2011/12 – Interim Report
Exploring ways to enhance Foundation students’ success in their final degree studies.
John Winpenny, Laura Bowater, Sandra Gibson & Liz Phillips
The aim of the above teaching fellowship is to investigate how we can enhance the student
experience and support successful progression for students coming through the Foundation
programmes. The project will use a mixed methods approach using a literature review, a
questionnaire, focus groups and analysis of module and programme statistics.
The original project timescale for the initial part of the project was:
January to February 2012
• A thorough literature review of widening participation and student support will be undertaken
• Module and programme data will be analysed to inform students to be approached for
questionnaire and focus groups
• A protocol will be written that outlines the project and seeks approval from the EDU ethics
committee
The literature review is still on‐going; we hope to complete this in the next 2 months. This will
initially feed into the protocol that will be submitted to the Ethics committee. To date we have
identified students from the present cohort of Foundation students (both SCI and MED) and
Foundation students who are currently on other degree programmes. We have overcome the
challenges associated with compiling a mailing list (identifying students across different
programmes in the SCI family) to allow the questionnaire to be sent to the appropriate students.
February to April 2012
• Development and distribution of Questionnaire
• Students to be approached to take part in focus groups
• Ethics approval from EDU ethics committee will be sought
We have developed and finalised an on‐line questionnaire to be sent to Foundation students.
Currently, we are in the process of writing the protocol. The next stage is to send this
questionnaire and a protocol of the project to EDU ethics committee to get ethical approval.
Once this has been approved we will send out the questionnaire electronically with the on‐line
link to the students we have identified. Students will be reminded to complete the
questionnaire in a subsequent e‐mail. We hope to have the questionnaire returned by the end
of April/middle of May and then we can start to analyse the findings which will inform the semi‐
structured interview schedule for the focus groups.
At present we are slightly behind our original timescale, but this has been due to teaching
commitments from the staff involved and the initial difficulties of compiling the e‐mail
distribution list to be used to invite students to attend the subsequent focus groups through an
attached e‐mail link. The project will gain momentum over the next few months as teaching
commitments reduce and we can spend more dedicated time on the project.
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UEA Teaching Fellowship
Interim Report 31.3.12
Andy Vassallo
1 Project Title
“Design and development of learning activities to develop foundation academic skills required
for both undergraduate and Post graduate programmes. The programme will utilise
interactive learning technologies to increase engagement and learning”.
2 Scope
The fellowship proposal bid included for development at school (NBS) and Faculty level (SSF)
dependant on the award of funding requested ( 5K & 10K). The funding awarded matches school
level project development (5K) and will therefore be the focus of this project.
3 Activities
Meetings have been held with Faculty management and the Academic Director to establish
understanding of ‐
• The strategic direction of academic development at University Level.
• Current issues and priorities at faculty and school level.
• Identify potential resources to be utilised on the project.
3.1
3.1.1 The main outcomes of the meetings were the increasing support demand of first year
students ‐
• Not having adequate foundation skills in Literacy, Numeracy.
• Not understanding the importance of referencing, with consequential implications of
increased cases of plagiarism.
3.1.2 In addition, consideration of UEA’s ambition to improve numbers of “Good Honours”
students and the positive impact this will have on student results, University ranking and future
student intake.
3.2 Resource Planning ‐
A Gantt chart has been developed to evaluate the required resources (Time, Human, Finance)
against the project funding (appendix 1). The Gantt chart includes all activities relating to the
original project proposal –
• Harvard Referencing,
• Understanding Plagiarism
• Report writing
• Analytical and critical evaluative writing
• Using literature
• Coursework assessment strategies, planning and delivery.
• Exam technique
• Numeracy
• Business English
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The analysis identifies a project deficit in available funded capacity which has led to further
review of project scope to enable effective delivery of self‐contained learning and diagnostic
test packages which are explained in the remainder of this report.
3.3. Internal / External Audit
Information has been requested from internal colleagues within student support service (DOSS),
Library services and the Learning technology team to determine any ongoing projects (external
and internal) which may provide existing resources or opportunities. 3
Informal discussions have also been held with subject specialists within NBS, DOSS and EDU to
establish an advisory support network for the identification of suitable learning objects and
development of the diagnostic tests. Two post graduate students have been approached to
undertake research investigations into existing learning objects which will be funded by the
project.
Notable external projects (JISC, Southampton University) have been contacted to establish
scope of work undertaken and identify any gaps in existing project methodologies. Internal
projects ongoing within UEA include Literature searching (Library services) and improving
numeracy for medical students (DOSS).
A comprehensive list of the most notable sources of external resources (learning objects) has
been compiled in preparation for future project activities. A twitter request has been sent by
the Learning technology department to the HE/FE learning technology community to establish
any existing similar projects. The use of learning objects is now common place amongst other
University, but the idea of diagnostic testing and data capture / analysis ( CRM philosophy) was
extremely limited (one university uses self‐written blackboard test at induction for numeracy
and literacy).
3.4 Automated data capture / analysis.
Discussions are currently ongoing with technical specialists to identify options (adapting
commercially available software /bespoke design) and assess viability, associated costs and
benefits; and compatibility with existing UEA systems ( Blackboard / UEA ICT systems).
4. Concluding Statements
On consideration of the project priorities (3.1) and capacity constraints (3.2), the scope of the
project will focus on the development of learning packages, including the identification and
adoption of existing learning objects and authoring of diagnostic tests to address needs
identified in 3.1.1. 4
• Literacy
• Numeracy
• Referencing
• Plagiarism
To address needs identified in 3.1.2
• Critical Evaluative writing
• Exam Technique
Development work associated with other areas of skills development will not be included in this
project due to capacity constraints and priority justifications as noted above (3.1, 3.2).
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• Report writing
• Using literature
• Coursework assessment strategies, planning and delivery.
Further exploratory investigations will take place to evaluate the viability / feasibility of
purchase of custom software to automate student data collection, analysis and distribution.
Additional Notes
Due to the timing of assessments, exam technique has been identified as a priority in the 2nd
semester 2011‐12. A video has therefore been developed by a number of academic staff from
NBS entitled “the one thing you need to know to be successful in exams” and is due for release
on Blackboard 23.4.12.
Agreement has been reached with Southampton University to trial a programme of 114 learning
objects they have available for licence. The one week trial will involve NBS, DOSS and learning
technologists with a view to joint purchase of a one year licence by NBS and DOSS if the
outcome of the trial is positive.
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