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Dear
Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Information request (ref: FOI_17-028)
We have now considered your request of 28 January 2017 as clarified on 01
February for on the numbers of animals used in UEA research, and documentation
relating to the University’s Animal Welfare & Ethical Review Board (AWERB).
Our response is on page 3 of this letter, together with a copy of your request.
On this occasion, it is not possible to provide all the requested information. The Act
contains a number of exemptions that allow public authorities to withhold certain
information from release. We have applied the following exemption to part of your
request.
Exemption
s.36(2)(b)(ii), Prejudice to the
effective conduct of public affairs

Reason
Release of this information would, or would
be likely to, inhibit the free and frank
exchange of views for the purposes of
deliberation

With regard to the application of s.36(2)(b)(ii), it is the reasonable opinion of the ViceChancellor (the University’s ‘qualified person’ under the Act) that disclosure of this
information would be likely to have an adverse effect on the University’s ability to
freely discuss, and therefore effectively support, research involving animals. This in
turn would impact on one of the core objectives of the University, which is to produce
internationally-renowned, innovative and diverse research.
We would note that this request is virtually identical to a request received from your
organisation in 2016, FOI 16-093 1 and upon reflection, the opinion of the ViceChancellor, and consequently our response, is exactly the same as provided last
year. We would therefore direct you to our published response to that request to
provide an explanation as to why we feel that the above-noted exemption applies to
this current request.
We hope this response will meet your requirements, however if you are not satisfied
you have the right of appeal. If you wish to appeal, please set out in writing your
reasons for appealing and send to the above address. You must appeal within 60
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calendar days of the date of this letter. Any appeal received after that date will not be
considered nor acknowledged. This policy has been reviewed and approved by the
Information Commissioner’s Office.
You also have a subsequent right of appeal to the Information Commissioner’s
Office. Further information is available on their website:
https://ico.org.uk/Global/contact us, or by telephone on 0303 123 1113.
Please note that any material over which UEA has copyright is released on the
understanding that you will comply with all relevant copyright rules regarding
reproduction and/or transmission of the information provided.
Please quote our reference given at the head of this letter in all correspondence.
Yours sincerely
Dave Palmer
Information Policy and Compliance Manager
University of East Anglia

