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Dear
Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Information request (ref: FOI_17-272)
We have now considered your request of 06 November 2017 for information relating
to Professor Joseph Mifsud and the London Academy of Diplomacy.
Our response is on pages 4-5 of this letter, together with a copy of your request.
On this occasion, it is not possible to provide all the requested information. In line
with your rights under section 1(1)(a) of the Act to be informed whether information is
held, we confirm that the University does not hold information on a number of the
elements of your request. Further information is on pages 4-5 of this letter.
Additionally, the Act contains a number of exemptions that allow public authorities to
withhold certain information from release. We have applied the following exemption
to part of your request.
Exemption
s.43(2), Prejudice to commercial
interests

Reason
Disclosure of information would, or would
be likely, to prejudice the commercial
interests of a person as defined by the Act

Exemption explanation
It is our belief that some of the requested information, specifically the information
sought within question 4 of your request would be likely to prejudice the commercial
interests of UEA. Release of this information requested would be likely to
compromise the University’s ability to enter into future collaborative undertakings with
commercial partners.
The expansion of the provision of UEA’s services into new geographic areas and
markets is undoubtedly a commercial activity and this activity is conducted within a
highly competitive environment.
The requested information, in combination with other information publicly available,
would reveal issues in our partnership with INTO University Partnerships (IUP) and
nature of the dissolution of the UEA London Joint Venture. It is our view that both
UEA and IUP have regarded, and continue to regard this information as commercially
sensitive.

The release of the requested information would be likely to be commercially
damaging to UEA in hampering its search for new commercial partnerships to fund
and administer new initiatives. There is a likelihood that it would discourage other
external bodies from seeking or entering into partnerships with UEA and would cause
legitimate doubt to enter the minds of potential future partners regarding our ability or
willingness to abide by contractual terms.
The application of this exemption requires an examination of the public interest in
disclosure as opposed to that in non-disclosure. There is no doubt that there is a
legitimate public interest in knowing the amount and way in which public time and
effort are spent in this respect, both to further the transparency and accountability of
public authority activities.
The application of this exemption requires an examination of the public interest in
disclosure as opposed to that in non-disclosure. There is no doubt that there is a
legitimate public interest in knowing the amount and way in which public time and
effort are spent in this respect, both to further the transparency and accountability of
public authority activities.
We would counter that there is also a public interest in protecting the ability of
institutions to compete on a level playing field. To disclose the requested information
would prejudice this institution’s competitive and commercial position, and it is
difficult to see how this could be in the public interest. In addition, there is already
information in the public domain regarding the closure of UEA London such as an
archived UEA press release 1 giving the rationale for the closure and the closure was
also noted in the 2014 QAA Thematic Review of London campuses report 2 (see page
4).
We do not feel that the increase in information about this decision resulting from the
release of the exempted information would justify the harm done to UEA’s interests
and that of the public interest in a strong higher education sector generally and
therefore believe the public interest lies in withholding the requested information.
We hope this information will meet your requirements, however if you are not
satisfied you have the right of appeal. If you wish to appeal, please set out in writing
your reasons for appealing and send to the above address. You must appeal within
60 calendar days of the date of this letter. Any appeal received after that date will not
be considered nor acknowledged. This policy has been reviewed and approved by
the Information Commissioner’s Office.
You also have a subsequent right of appeal to the Information Commissioner’s
Office. Further information is available on their website:
https://ico.org.uk/Global/contact us, or by telephone on 0303 123 1113.
Please note that any material over which UEA has copyright is released on the
understanding that you will comply with all relevant copyright rules regarding
reproduction and/or transmission of the information provided.
Please quote our reference given at the head of this letter in all correspondence.
Yours sincerely
Dave Palmer
Information Policy and Compliance Manager
University of East Anglia
1

https://www.uea.ac.uk/about/media-room/press-release-archive//asset publisher/a2jEGMiFHPhv/content/developments-at-uea-london
2 http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/London-campuses-of-UK-universities.pdf

