It has been a long-standing and consistent practice for the Higher Education
Statistics Agency (HESA) to gather and publish information regarding the
characteristics of students within the higher education system. They have a wellestablished and robust collection, analysis and publication regime in place.
We believe that to withhold the requested information for 2016/17 until the publication
date is sensible, in line with accepted practices, and fair to all concerned. This
information is submitted to HESA by all higher education institutions in the United
Kingdom and the data as published provides sector-wide data that is consistent in
formulation and presentation and is available on their website here:
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis/key-tables?year=All&by=581. We feel that
it is reasonable in all the circumstances to withhold the information at this time.
When considering the application of this exemption we are required to assess the
public interest in withholding or disclosing the requested information. There is no
doubt an interest in the number of students in higher education with either disabilities
or mental health conditions. The very fact that HESA collects and publishes this
information is evidence of that fact.
However, we would argue that this interest is more than satisfied by the publication of
this information in the first quarter of every year for the preceding year. We do not
believe that the public interest is particularly better served by releasing figures that
have not been examined and verified by HESA. Additionally, the publication by HESA
includes provision of contextual and explanatory information.
Therefore, on this occasion, we consider the public interest in withholding the
requested information clearly outweighs the public interest in providing the requested
data at this time.
We hope this response will meet your requirements, however if you are not satisfied
you have the right of appeal. If you wish to appeal, please set out in writing your
reasons for appealing and send to the above address. You must appeal within 60
calendar days of the date of this letter. Any appeal received after that date will not be
considered nor acknowledged. This policy has been reviewed and approved by the
Information Commissioner’s Office.
You also have a subsequent right of appeal to the Information Commissioner’s
Office. Further information is available on their website:
https://ico.org.uk/Global/contact us, or by telephone on 0303 123 1113.
Please note that any material over which UEA has copyright is released on the
understanding that you will comply with all relevant copyright rules regarding
reproduction and/or transmission of the information provided.
Please quote our reference given at the head of this letter in all correspondence.
Yours sincerely
Dave Palmer
Information Policy and Compliance Manager
University of East Anglia
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